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Dainna Gray joins us with 8 years of social work eat food that was “off limits.”
experience. Supporting primarily our older youth
and young adults, Dainna inspires them to build

a better life through strengths-based support and

\ college and career planning.
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HCEF celebrated a
HISTORIC night on
November 1st, 2023,
inviting close to 100 of
our dearest supporters,
friends, staff, and
leadership to formally
introduce Winnie's Wagon,
its mobile classroom on
wheels. The first of its
kind, Winnie's Wagon
marks the beginning

of a new era for HCEF,
driving HCEF's resources,
services, and educators
directly to the families of
this region who need it most.

About 70% of HCEF families experiencing homelessness
are not living in a shelter or a residential facility. Many
face transportation barriers and/or reside in crowded
spaces, doubling up with other family members, and
lack access to quiet spaces for deep focus.

After 19 months of envisioning, planning, fundraising,
designing, redesigning, and building, we can finally give
this incredible oasis of learning to our students.” says
AJ Jefferson, CEO, in her opening speech.

Since the launch of 2024 programming, Winnie's Wagon
has been a HUGE hit with our students and families at

A REPRESENTATIVE AERION ABNEY STRESSES THE IMPORTANCE
OF EDUCATION IN ALL FORMS

our partnering shelters.
Neal Donovan, Out-of-
School Time Coordinator,
recounts the first time
our students at Salvation
Army saw Winnie's
Wagon: “Their faces lit
up! They loved sifting
through the books, art
supplies, and STEM
gadgets on board. One
student, who has been
working very hard on her
vowels, made note of the
vowel magnets on the
wall and helped the other
students read them out loud. It was amazing to see how
naturally that space ignites an excitement for learning.”
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A special thank you goes to the incredible speakers
at the Winnie's Wagon Dedication Celebration on
November 1st: Representative Aerion Abney, Saleem
Ghubril from The Pittsburgh Promise, and Anne, and
Anne Fullenkamp, Senior Director, Center for Creative
Experiences at the Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh.

We look forward to a
prosperous year of boundless,
accessible learning!

TEEN HIGHLIGHT

Since November 2023, HCEF has been hosting monthly Teen Nights where we
welcome high schoolers and caregivers from various school districts to connect

with our teen outreach staff and spend quality time.

“It's a great time to keep a pulse on

our students. They can get homework
help, receive peer mentorship, and
hang out with other students who have
similar experiences. It's important we
make our students feel seen and safe.
Spending time with peers who get what
they’re going through, who view them as
people, who don't judge them, is vitally
important.” says Dainna Gray, Family
Engagement Coordinator.

Our students recently received a visit
from the newly appointed Allegheny
County Executive Sara Innamorato at
the March Teen Night. Innamorato
shared excellent insight into local

governance, the role we all play
in community advocacy, and
answered our students’ tough
questions about what's in store
for Allegheny County’s future.
We are grateful to the County
Executive for her willingness
to sit down with our students
and invite curiosity surrounding
community issues.

A ALL SMILES AT TEEN NIGHT!

HCEF hosted a Teen Night
once a month until April
2024. If you're interested
in volunteering for the
teen outreach program,
please email dgray@
homelessfund.org.

And thank you to the peer

mentors from Duquesne University,

The University of Pittsburgh, and
Jack & Jill of America — Pittsburgh
Chapter who volunteer their time!
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