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MAY 29, 2025
Policy Breakfast

AUGUST 14, 2025
End of Summer Bash

JULY 2025
Hope Through  
Learning Awards

AUGUST 2025
Annual Backpack
Distribution

UPCOMING DATES

EMERGENCY FUND APPEAL

2025 is our year to 
thrive. At HCEF, Strategic 
Sustainability isn’t just 
our 2025 theme—it’s 
our commitment to 
lasting impact. It means 
strengthening our 
foundation, expanding 
programs, and ensuring 
every decision we make 
today secures a better future 
for the students we serve.   

With our Continuum of 
Programming Model, we 
are rewriting the narrative 
for students experiencing 
homelessness. Through a 
longitudinal, interconnected 
system of support, we 
ensure that instability does 
not define their futures. 

From pre-K to post-
secondary, we provide the 
resources, relationships, and 
opportunities they need to 
graduate, access careers, 

and break cycles of poverty. 
But challenges lie ahead. 
A federal funding freeze 
threatens vital resources for 
our students. That’s why we 
are rallying to raise $50,000 
in emergency funds because 
their education and their 
future cannot wait.
   
This year, we deepen 
partnerships, amplify youth 
voices, and expand STEAM 
and workforce pathways. We 
create lasting change.   

Let’s move 
forward—together. 

With gratitude and hope, 

Federally funded services across the 
country are still facing an urgent crisis 
-- we need your help to raise $50,000 
in support of vulnerable families in 
Allegheny County. 

With significant federal funding cuts 
imminent, access to food, shelter, 
healthcare and education for many are 
at risk. Homeless Children’s Education 
Fund is working urgently to bridge 
the gap, but we anticipate that, in 
the coming months, our emergency 
resources will run low. Without swift 

action, children and families who rely 
on these services will not receive the 
critical resources they need. 

HCEF currently serves more than 
1,100 students out of the nearly 
3,500 experiencing homelessness 
in Allegheny County. With the 
growing demand for support, we are 
expanding our programs and services 
to reach 50% more students this year. 
But we can’t do it alone — we must 
raise $50,000 immediately to provide 
food, medical care, transportation, 

and educational support to those who 
need it most. 

Every dollar makes a difference in 
keeping a child safe, fed, and in 
school. Please consider donating 
today to provide immediate relief to 
families in crisis. 

Every dollar makes a difference ...

EMERGENCY 
FUND APPEAL

  �AJ CONGRATULATES A STUDENT FOR A JOB WELL DONE.

  �CONTINUUM OF PROGRAMMING MODEL

AJ’S Communiqué

AJ Jefferson
Chief Executive Officer



TY’S PROMISE HEADLINES OF HOPE / NEW BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES HIGHLIGHT My commitment to the 

Homeless Children’s 
Education Fund is 
deeply personal. Long 
before I became the 
leader I am today, I 
was a child navigating 
the uncertainty of 
homelessness. I know 
what it’s like to walk 
into a classroom 
carrying a weight no 
child should have. 

When I first connected 
with HCEF, I knew I 
had found my purpose. 
It is not just about 
providing resources – it 
is about making sure no 
child feels invisible and no dream feels out of reach. 

As a member of the Board of Trustees and the 2024 – and soon-
to-be 2025 – YOU CAN Campaign Committee Chairperson, 
I pour my heart into advocacy, education and community 
engagement. Every day, I work to ensure that the 1,000 students 
HCEF serves have the support, opportunities and sense of 
belonging they deserve. 

My own experiences drive me, but it is the strength and 
determination of the students that inspire me.  

Thanks to the community’s generous support, we have expanded 
programs and provided the educational resources students need 
to stand alongside their peers and build a future of possibility. 

This is not just a campaign. It’s my promise. And I won’t stop 
until every child can write their own story – one filled with hope, 
resilience and success. 

We are thrilled to welcome our newest members to the Board of Trustees! Their expertise, passion, and commitment to our 
mission will be invaluable as we continue working toward our goals. Together, we look forward to making an even greater 
impact in the months ahead! 

K-8 STUDENT 
HIGHLIGHT 

Meet Diontay, an enthusiastic 
11-year-old and one of the first 
students to join our mobile learning 
program. Every week, he meets with 
Miss Madeline – either at the library, 
where he’s currently staying or inside 
Winnie’s Wagon – for after-school 
tutoring in reading fluency, math and 
foundational skills. Over the past year, 
his reading has improved, but it’s math 
that really gets him excited, especially 
when it involves games. UNO is his 
favorite, so Miss Madeline makes 
learning fun by turning most of his 
activities into games. With the team’s 
support, we are thrilled to report 
that Diontay is thriving, proving that 
dedication can truly transform learning. 

$117,993.50 RAISED | 279 DONORS  
| 149 FIRST-TIME DONORS

YOU 
CAN

GIVING 
TUESDAY

END OF YEAR 
APPEAL

$14,315 RAISED | 50 DONORS  
| 15 FIRST-TIME DONORS

$31,992.15 RAISED | 88 DONORS 
| 10 FIRST-TIME DONORS


